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2016-2017 12th grade students: 
2016 Summer Reading Requirements 

 

In an effort “to empower every student to reach their highest potential,” each student entering 12th grade will be 
required to engage in “rigorous academic experiences” in preparation for their AP Literature/English IV course they 
will be taking during the 2016-2017 school year. The following reading assignments and projects will be completed 
and submitted by the deadlines listed below. It is expected that each student “accept responsibility for his or her 
own learning” and understand that “mediocrity is not an option; only excellence will do.” 
 
Requirements: For each of the reading selections listed below, scholars must acquire their own copy of the text(s), 
either purchasing the text or checking out the selection from a local library. Suggestions for places of purchase 
include Barnes and Noble, Half-Priced Books, amazon.com, and there are a multitude of other ways to acquire these 
selections, including but not limited to, downloadable online versions and apps on cell phones. 
 

Assignment #1 
Reading Selection: Choose a novel or play of literary merit (and of appropriate age) that has also been made into a 
full-length film. 
Note: Do not select a novel previously read in class or on your own. Additionally, feel free to search the AP College 
Board for authors and works considered to be of literary merit. For example, novels such as Harry Potter, Twilight, 
and The Hunger Games are not widely considered to be of literary merit. Works such as Holes and The Outsiders 
would be considered too “childish” of work comparable to your grade level, but works such as One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest, Pride and Prejudice, Othello, and Brave New World would meet literary merits, just to name a few. 
Do NOT use previously read texts or the following: Great Expectations, Hamlet, Macbeth, Frankenstein, The 
Awakening, Heart of Darkness, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Catcher in the Rye, or A Thousand Splendid Suns. 

Project/Assignment Deadline: July 22nd (by 10:00 a.m. delivered either electronically to 

jgreen@uplifteducation.org OR physically to the front office) 
 

Students are required to read the selection, watch the corresponding film, as well as read the SparkNotes (online) 
associated with the novel, and complete each project listed below for the selected novel/film.   
 

Project Requirements: 
1) Write a 2-3 page typed, double-spaced essay explaining the difference between the novel and the film, 

analyzing the purpose behind these stated differences, and reflecting on which was superior—the novel or 
the film and why. 

2) Write a 1-2 page typed, double-spaced contrast of the novel and the corresponding SparkNotes (online). 
What was included in the novel that was not evident in SparkNotes? What would a student miss if they were 
to read SparkNotes only without reading the entirety of the novel?  
 

Assignment #2 
Reading Selection: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
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Project/Assignment Deadline: August 11th/12th (during respective English class) 
 

Students are required to read the selection and complete one project listed below for the novel Great Expectations.  
While students are allowed to select which project they choose to complete, students must select a different project 
for each assignment. Students are not allowed to duplicate the projects for both reading selections.  
 

Project Choices 
1) Write a short research paper (500-750 words) on the historical period/context in which the book was 

written. Your research can be based on the social, cultural, political or economic aspects of the time period it 
was written. Your research should enhance the understanding of the book read and connections to the text 
should be made to historical research completed. Your paper should follow the standard expectations of the 
MLA research format. 

2) Imagine that you are a character in the book (ex. Pip) and write a diary that traces your experiences, 
thoughts, and feelings towards the events that occur during the book. Diary must contain a minimum of 15 
entries (minimum of 5-8 sentences per entry) and cover the entirety of the reading selection. 

3) Interview one of the characters about the story or about anything relevant that your imagination comes up 
with, asking questions in your voice and giving answers in the character’s voice. This interview must contain 
a minimum of 15 questions (minimum of 3 sentences per character response). 

4) Create a scrapbook summary of the novel. Much like a family scrapbook that traces the history and/or 
events that occur in someone’s life, create a scrapbook that follows the events that occur in Pip’s life. The 
scrapbook must contain a minimum of 15 pages including pictures, images, etc. that detail the events that 
occur throughout the novel. No pictures coming directly from the movie version of the novel may be used 
within the scrapbook. Each picture must be accompanied by a caption that details the inclusion of the 
picture, image, etc. Include a 2-3 page typed, double-spaced essay that identifies the theme(s) of the novel. 

 

Assignment #3 (Optional) 
Note: This assignment is solely assigned to get scholars more acquainted with analyzing poetry. Successful 

completion of this assignment will earn scholars a future “Dress Down” day. This privilege can only be earned IF 
sufficiently completing all three summer assignments. 
Reading Selection: Choose one poem for each of the following poets/authors: William Shakespeare, Emily 
Dickinson, William Blake, Langston Hughes, and one modern poem written after 2000 

Project/Assignment Deadline: August 11th/12th (during respective English class) 

Along with reading the selected poems, students are required to complete each of the following complementary 
assignments: 

1. Annotated Poem. Print a copy of each poem you have selected and annotate accordingly: 
 
How to annotate: 

a. Make brief notes at the top of the page or on a sticky note to mark important plot events, narrative 
shifts, or thematically important moments. 
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b. Circle words that are unfamiliar or unusual—try to figure out the word’s meaning through contextual 
clues and supplement with a dictionary. 

c. When new characters are introduced, underline phrases that describe them. 
d. Mark words, images, and details that seem to form a pattern throughout the text (motif). For example, if 

a large clock appears in the first chapter, and then you notice words like “timely” or “ticking” in the text, 
and then a character checks his or her watch or is late, then you may have uncovered a pattern of 
imagery which will lead you to a thematic idea. 

e. Mark passages you think might be symbolic. 
f. Write your thoughts in the margins as you read. 
g. On a second reading, note any early references/foreshadowing to events that will occur later in the text. 
h. If you have a question, write it on the page on which it first occurred to you. 
i. Use brackets, checks, stars, bullets, or asterisks to mark very important items or things you want to come 

back to later. 
2. Poetic Analysis Essay. Choosing ONE of the poems, write an essay analyzing the poem and identifying the 

theme(s) used by the poet and what poetic (literary or rhetorical) devices are used to illustrate this theme.  
Note: This essay is comparable to the rhetorical analysis essay completed in AP Language and Composition. 

 
Submission of Project 
Each project must be submitted by the previously listed deadline. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. These 
assignments will be assessed by the instructor of your corresponding course and be entered as the initial 
assessment for the 2016-2017 school year. Work may be submitted electronically to jgreen@uplifteducation.org or 
physically submitted at the Hampton Preparatory front office. Electronic and physical submissions will be required 
to be submitted by 10:00 a.m. on the date of deadline for “Assignment #1,” whereas “Assignment #2” will be 
submitted during each student’s respective AP Literature/English IV class during the first week of school. A 
confirmation email will be sent for all received electronic submissions. If you have not received this confirmation 
email within 48 hours of submission, please resubmit by forwarding previous submission. Maintain all electronic 
records of submission to verify submission time and date. Additionally, all submissions MUST be compatible to 
Microsoft Office on a Windows-compatible computer. Projects submitted after this deadline will be considered late, 
and no late work will be accepted for a grade.  
 
In addition to the project submission, each reading selection will be susceptible to further assessment during the 
first week returning to school, so it is vital that students arrive at Hampton prepared for potential examination. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jeremy L. Green (972) 421-1982 or email 
jgreen@uplifteducation.org. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!PARENTAL ADVISORY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

The AP Literature and Composition course is equitable to a first year collegiate English course. Due to this level of 
academic rigor and the consequent expectations, materials studied throughout the year are more susceptible to 

mature content. Please be advised and prepared to impart your own standards, expectations, and beliefs regarding 
such materials with your children as all instruction will be based solely on academic collegiate preparation. 
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